
UN envoy Griffiths meets Yemen
president, calls for ceasefire
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Tue, 2020-06-30 18:38

RIYADH: The United Nations Special Envoy to Yemen Martin Griffiths has called
for a complete ceasefire in the country during a meeting with Yemeni
President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi on Tuesday. 
During the meeting, which covered a number of issues related to a possible
peace deal in Yemen, Hadi thanked the UN envoy on his diplomatic efforts to
end the conflict.
He said this came despite the Houthi militia’s attempts to avoid fulfilling
its pledges and commitments to the process.  Hadi insisted he wants to
achieve a comprehensive peace  in order to reach sustainable security and
stability in Yemen and the region.
Hadi’s internationally recognised government was forced to flee Yemen’s
capital Sanaa when the Houthis seized the city and much of the country’s
north in 2014, triggering the devastating conflict.
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Red Sea 

Pompeo to UN: Ending Iran arms ban
would mean ‘sword of Damocles’ over
region
Tue, 2020-06-30 18:16

NEW YORK: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo pushed the UN Security Council on
Tuesday to indefinitely extend an arms embargo on Iran before it expires in
October.

Speaking at the virtual briefing, Pompeo warned that its expiration would
risk the stability of the region.

“Iran will hold a sword of Damocles over the economic stability of the Middle
East, endangering nations like Russia and China that rely on stable energy
prices,” Pompeo told the virtual session, referencing two opponents of
prolonging the embargo.

——-

READ MORE: Arab Coalition seizes 2 Iranian weapon shipments heading to
Houthis in Yemen

——-

“Don’t just take it from the United States, listen to countries in the
region. From Israel to the Gulf, countries in the Middle East – who are most
exposed to Iran’s predations – are speaking with one voice: Extend the arms
embargo,” Pompeo said. “This council has a responsibility to listen to them.”

He also argued that the country was not a “responsible democracy like
Australia or India,” and must be held accountable.

Jonathan Allen, the UK representative, echoed calls for the embargo to be
extended, citing the Iranian origin of missiles used on attacks on Saudi
Aramco facilities in 2019, which he called “unacceptable.”

Earlier this month, the US circulated a draft resolution on the measure to
the 15-member council, but council veto-powers Russia and China have already
signaled their opposition to the move.

The Security Council was meeting on Tuesday to discuss the latest report by
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on implementation of the arms embargo
and other restrictions still in place under the nuclear deal.
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#LIVE: UN Security Council virtual meeting on #Iran nuclear
agreement https://t.co/KoyBdVmH9M

— Arab News (@arabnews) June 30, 2020

(With AFP)
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DUBAI: Abu Dhabi will allow people to enter the emirate if they have tested
negative for COVID-19 in the previous 48 hours, the local government media
office said on Monday.
Abu Dhabi, the largest and wealthiest member of the United Arab Emirates
federation, has had a ban on people entering since June 2. It eased some
restrictions a week ago to allow movement between its cities for residents.
Meanwhile, the United Arab Emirates will partially reopen mosques across the
country starting July 1, with a reduced capacity of 30%, the spokesperson of
the National Emergency Crisis and Disaster Management Authority said on
Monday.
Saif Al Dhaheri said that mosques will remain closed for Friday prayers, but
some will be open at other times while those located in industrial areas,
shopping malls and public parks will stay closed for now.
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Israeli annexation plan an
‘existential threat’ to Palestinian
people: PM Shtayyeh
Mon, 2020-06-29 22:09

LONDON: Palestine’s prime minister on Monday branded Israel’s annexation plan
an “existential threat” to the Palestinian people and urged European
countries to take the lead in multilateral peace negotiations.

In an online briefing premier Mohammad Shtayyeh said: “Annexation of the West
Bank is part of the systematic destruction of a future Palestinian state, but
not only that. It is an existential threat to Palestinians as a people.”

Israel’s parliament will on Wednesday vote on whether to initiate the highly
controversial plan of annexing up to 30 percent of the West Bank.

Shtayyeh warned that if the move went ahead it could be the beginning of a
far more expansive Israeli expansion, threatening almost all Palestinian
land.

“This annexation is a creeping annexation — a gradual annexation — that will
only end by Israel swallowing all of the West Bank. This would leave
Palestinians only with Gaza,” he added.

Israel’s plans, which have been rejected outright by all Palestinian groups,
were developed and approved by the US without consultation with the
Palestinians.

Shtayyeh said this showed that America was not an “honest broker” in the
negotiations and that it could not be trusted, adding that the US should no
longer take the lead in the peace process.

Instead, the PM urged a “paradigm shift from bilateralism to
multilateralism,” and pushed for European countries and the EU to take the
lead in negotiating a fair settlement.

He proposed an international conference to start a multilateral process and
said: “We are ready for serious negotiations based on international law.” He
added that British and European recognition of Palestinian statehood would be
a justified and significant step in supporting the Palestinian people.

In a late development on the issue Monday, Benny Gantz, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s coalition partner, suggested that the
annexation vote may not take place on Wednesday at all, saying that Israel
should instead focus on fighting the country’s coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
outbreak.

Netanyahu, however, told members of his Likud party that the issue was “not
up to” Gantz.
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Israeli plans for annexation have been met with widespread international
condemnation, including from the Arab League, the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, and the EU.

Human rights experts from the UN have likened it to “21st-century apartheid,”
and British Middle East minister, James Cleverly, told the UN Security
Council last week that the UK “strongly opposes” annexation as a breach of
international law. “Annexation could not go unanswered, and we implore Israel
to reconsider,” he said.

However, it remains unclear what concrete steps the British government, EU
and many other objecting countries will take should Israel follow through
with the annexation.
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Israeli defense chief says West Bank
annexation ‘will wait’
Author: 
Mon, 2020-06-29 20:00

JERUSALEM: Israel’s defense minister says Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
plan to begin annexing West Bank territory will have to wait due to the
country’s coronavirus crisis.
Benny Gantz, who also holds the title of alternative prime minister, told his
Blue and White Party on Monday that his top priority is helping the country
navigate the health and economic crisis stemming from the coronavirus.
“Anything unrelated to the battle against the coronavirus will wait,” he
said.
Netanyahu has said he wants to begin annexing occupied land as soon as this
week.
The UN’s human rights chief on Monday said that Israel’s planned annexation
of parts of the occupied West Bank would have “disastrous” consequences for
the region, as US and Israeli officials were meeting in Jerusalem to try and
finalize the move.
The warning by Michelle Bachelet, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
added to the growing chorus of international voices urging Israel not to
annex territory in line with President Donald Trump’s Middle East plan.
The UN secretary-general, the European Union and key Arab countries have all
spoken out against annexation, saying it would violate international law and
all but destroy any remaining hopes of establishing a viable Palestinian
state alongside Israel.
“The precise consequences of annexation cannot be predicted,” Bachelet said
in a statement issued by her office in Geneva. “But they are likely to be
disastrous for the Palestinians, for Israel itself, and for the wider
region.”
Israel’s Foreign Ministry accused Bachelet of politicizing her office and
noted that it froze ties with her office early this year due to what it
called her “one-sided” attitude.
“It is not surprising that she decided today to join the Palestinian campaign
against the American peace plan, and to publish declarations before any
decision has been made,” the ministry said in a statement.
The Trump plan, unveiled in January, envisions leaving some 30% of the West
Bank under permanent Israeli control, while granting the Palestinians
autonomy in the remainder of the area.
The Palestinians claim all of the West Bank, along with east Jerusalem and
the Gaza Strip, for a fully independent state. Israel captured all three
areas in the 1967 Mideast war, though it withdrew from Gaza in 2005, clearing
the way for Hamas militants to seize control two years later.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, a strong supporter of Trump, has
been unswayed by the international criticism. He says the supportive Trump
presidency has provided a rare opportunity to redraw the Mideast map and
annex Israel’s scores of settlements, as well as the strategic Jordan Valley.
He has pledged to move forward as soon as July 1, seeking to take action well
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before the US presidential election in November.
In a speech to evangelical Christian supporters of Israel late Sunday,
Netanyahu said Trump’s plan “finally puts to rest the two-state illusion” and
would “advance peace.”
“President Trump’s plan doesn’t really change the reality on the ground. It
recognizes the reality on the ground,” he said.
Netanyahu’s coalition partner, Defense Minister and Alternate Prime Minister
Benny Gantz, however, has appeared to be more cautious. Both Netanyahu and
Gantz were meeting with White House envoy Avi Berkowitz and the US Ambassador
to Israel David Friedman to work on a final map outlining which areas will be
annexed. The talks were continuing after a series of meetings in Washington
last week ended inconclusively.
Gantz was quoted by Israeli media as saying that Netanyahu’s target date of
this Wednesday is not “sacred.” The plan has also come under surprising
criticism from West Bank settler leaders, who believe it does not go far
enough and say that any plan that envisions even a watered-down Palestinian
state must be opposed.
Israeli media have reported that Netanyahu is considering scaling back his
plans and is expected to annex just a small number of settlements in a
largely symbolic move.
But in her statement, Bachelet warned that even a small annexation would
create a “highly combustible mix.”
She said deepening Israel’s control of West Bank land would likely harm
Palestinian freedom of movement, turn Palestinian population centers into
“enclaves” and clear the way for Israel to “illegally” expropriate
Palestinian land.
“The shockwaves of annexation will last for decades, and will be extremely
damaging to Israel, as well as to the Palestinians,” Bachelet warned.
“However there is still time to reverse this decision.”
Dozens of Jewish legal scholars, meanwhile, sent a letter to the Israeli
government urging Israel to drop the annexation plan.
The letter, sponsored by the Global Jewish Coalition, an umbrella group of
liberal pro-Israel Jewish groups, said annexation would “fundamentally
breach” international law and expose Israel to “new and grave dangers.”
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