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ANKARA: A dispute between Turkish state apparatus heated up on Tuesday night
after a Twitter spat about who worked harder at night.

The fresh debate was triggered after a tweet from a Constitutional Court
member, Engin Yildirim, who shared a photograph of the building and said:
“The lights are on.”

The tweet quickly came to the attention of pro-government media and
government authorities, who accused the judge of “implying a coup attempt,” a
reference to a failed putsch from July 2016.

Not to be outdone, the Ministry of Interior tweeted a photograph of its
building with the caption: “Our lights never go off.”

“Those who assumed the duty of those who greeted putschists in the past by
saying ‘the lights of the General Staff are on’ should not wait even for a
second to resign!” the deputy interior minister tweeted, suggesting that
journalists had always previously checked the General Staff building’s lights
at night for signs that a coup was being prepared.

The judge later deleted his tweet.

The Constitutional Court held an unscheduled meeting on Wednesday, releasing
a statement afterwards saying that it opposed all kinds of anti-democratic
interventions that undermined constitutional order.

Berk Esen, a political scientist from Sabanci University in Istanbul, said
the row between the court and the ministry was worrying and that he was
concerned about the possible negative ramifications in the weeks ahead.

“For many, the lights don’t matter if justice and the rule of law are already
under darkness for a longtime,” he told Arab News. “The decisions of Turkey’s
top court were long annoying the government and its nationalistic alliance
partner which was even urging for reshaping the court ‘in line with the
presidential system.’” 

A series of Constitutional Court actions have upset the ministry which, in
turn, has pushed back and tried to cut the institution down to size.

Esen said that if the top court’s decisions were no longer recognized, there
would be no legal body left to stop an arbitrary interpretation of Turkey’s
constitution.

“In the past, the Constitutional Court did not take the necessary steps to
prevent autocratization in the country and ratified many articles that
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undermined the democratic regime, including some presidential decrees.

It failed to serve as a check on the presidency’s growing control over the
political system, so they share some blame for Turkey’s democratic
backsliding,” he added.
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ANKARA, BRUSSELS: Recep Tayyip Erdogan faced isolation on two fronts on
Wednesday as European and Russian diplomats moved to rein in the Turkish
president’s adventurism in the eastern Mediterranean and the Caucasus.
EU officials admitted their strategy to defuse tensions with Turkey was
unraveling only two weeks after it began. Despite an EU summit deal in the
early hours of Oct. 2 aimed at persuading Ankara to stop exploring for
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natural gas in Greek and Cypriot territorial waters, Turkey has redeployed a
survey vessel with an armed escort.
Three European diplomats said this gave the impression that Ankara was toying
with Brussels.
EU leaders had failed to come up with a solution to the gas dispute, instead
proposing a “carrot-and-stick” approach — offering benefits but also
threatening sanctions — that had failed, the diplomats said.
“EU leaders kicked the can down the road by saying they would come back to
the issue in December. Now it is coming back with a vengeance,” one diplomat
said.
Greece and Cyprus will raise the gas dispute again when EU leaders meet on
Thursday and Friday, arguing that the latest escalation has demonstrated the
need for more urgent action, including sanctions. German Foreign Minister
Heiko Maas canceled a trip to Ankara in protest at the deployment of the
Turkish exploration ship Oruc Reis.

HIGHLIGHT

Greece and Cyprus will raise the gas dispute again when EU leaders meet on
Thursday and Friday, arguing that the latest escalation has demonstrated the
need for more urgent action, including sanctions.

Meanwhile, Russia downgraded its relationship with Turkey on Wednesday amid
growing concern in Moscow over Ankara’s role in the conflict in Nagorny-
Karabakh.
“Russia has never considered Turkey as its strategic ally, only a partner,”
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said. He also warned that Turkey’s
involvement in the conflict should be transparent.
“We disagree with the position which has been voiced by Turkey and which has
also been expressed by Azerbaijan’s president,” Lavrov said. “We cannot agree
… that a military solution to the conflict is possible and admissible.”
Richard Giragosian, director of the Regional Studies Center in Yerevan, said
Moscow was responding to Erdogan’s assertion of power in the South Caucasus,
which Moscow saw as part of its sphere of influence.
“Lavrov’s statement … is a direct message and warning to Turkey, driven by a
responsive Russian posture to push back and push out Turkey from encroaching
in the region and challenging Russian interests,” he said.
“Apart from Azerbaijan’s decision to deceive Moscow by rejecting the cease-
fire, Turkey’s determination to defy the Kremlin poses a real obstacle to
regional security.”
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Jordanian boy suffers horrific
injuries in revenge attack
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AMMAN: A 16-year-old Jordanian boy has lost both of his hands and an eye in a
revenge attack by a criminal gang that targeted his father in the industrial
city of Zarqa in Jordan.

A video of the victim has gone viral, causing public outrage. King Abdullah
II has taken a personal interest in the case and requested that the boy be
treated at the King Hussein Medical Center. He also called on police to
pursue the perpetrators.
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Queen Rania has also tweeted about the case. “How do we replace for you what
the criminals took away? How do we reunite your mother’s heart and those of
your family? How do we protect our children from those who are not being
deterred? This is a heinous crime. Our hearts are with you. I add my voice
for the perpetrators facing the most severe punishment,” she said.

Amer Sartawi, spokesman of the Jordanian police, told Arab News that the
attacker and five members of his gang were apprehended and will be tried in
the state security court. “A special unit worked on the case and was able to
arrest the lead attacker and five of his cohorts. Two pieces of weapons and
sharp objects that were used in the crime were confiscated. Further
investigation will determine if there are other accomplices,” he said.

Mahmmoud Zawahreh, director of Naya Community Center in Zarqa, told Arab News
that the filming and distribution of the video was as ugly as the crime
itself. “This crime reflects a moral low of humanity and a sign of the
increase of the culture of violence in recent years in our society.”

Zawahreh, a youth activist, said that while financial losses can be
replenished, moral losses will be long-lasting. “We are suffering from a
moral loss that will not be easily replaced. We need to have a thorough study
of how to deter such morally reprehensible crimes in the future.”

Jordan’s police force also arrested a person charged with filming and
distributing the video of the victim’s injuries. 

He is being held in violation of Article 11 of the Cybercrime law, which
prohibits violating the privacy of children.

Taghrid Doghmi, director of the Wae’e Center for Human Rights Training, told
Arab News that the usual punishment in civil courts for kidnapping and
causing permanent harm is a 10 year prison sentence. Public anger expressed
on social media has led to calls for capital punishment and life imprisonment
for the attackers.

Sartawi said that the state security court will charge the accused with
terrorizing the public. He added that, if convicted, the penalty for the
charged crimes will be a lifetime in jail for the perpetrators. The lead
criminal has 172 prior convictions, police said.

Doghmi supported the arrest of the person who took the video, saying that the
distribution of the clip is a clear crime according to Jordanian law. “Even
if the victim or his family agreed to the filming, this is still a crime
because of the age of the victim.”

Muath Momani, director of Lawyers Without Borders, told Arab News that the
entire penal code must be revised. “We must think long and hard about how to
deal with cases like this with a mix of direct incarceration and social
rehabilitation taken into consideration, to ensure that such crimes are not
repeated.”
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honor military commitments under
Riyadh Agreement
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AL-MUKALLA: The Yemeni government has urged the pro-independence Southern
Transitional Council (STC) to immediately put into place security and
military arrangements approved under the Riyadh Agreement to help smooth the
way toward forming a new administration.

Ahmed Obeid Bin Daghr, a senior adviser to the Yemeni president and himself a
former president of the country, said on Tuesday that the internationally
recognized government had honored its political commitments under the
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agreement by naming a new governor and security chief for Aden.

But he signaled that the new government could not be named until the STC had
implemented its security and military commitments, such as withdrawing forces
from Aden and Abyan.

“We hope that military measures will follow in Abyan and security in Aden to
ensure the return of the president, parliament, and the government to the
temporary capital of Aden,” Bin Daghr said in a tweet, pointing out the
significance of the Riyadh Agreement in bringing together Yemenis in their
mutual battle against the Iran-backed Houthis.

The Yemeni official thanked Saudi Arabia for bridging differences between the
two groups and helping them overcome difficulties in the implementation
process of the agreement.

In Aden, STC leaders had previously denied repeated government accusations
that they were delaying withdrawals, claiming that some government military
units involved in fighting in Abyan had not returned to their bases in the
central city of Marib.

During a meeting on Saturday with the Saudi military committee monitoring the
implementation of the Riyadh Agreement in Aden, Ahmed Saeed bin Breik, the
STC’s acting president, said the council had submitted proposals for
accelerating the fulfilment of the Riyadh Agreement, disengagement of forces,
and repositioning troops.

At the same meeting, Ahmed Lamlis, Aden’s new governor and the STC’s
secretary-general, said that he had ordered the removal of military and
security checkpoints from streets in Aden and was working on restoring
vital services.

Under the Riyadh Agreement, designed to defuse tensions between the
government and STC in southern Yemen, the council will be included in a new
government in exchange for pulling out of Aden and Abyan and allowing the
government to return to Aden.

Fighting between the two sides broke out in May when government forces pushed
toward Aden in a move aimed at expelling separatists from the strategic city.

In June, the Saudi-led coalition deployed military officers to monitor a
truce in Abyan and the withdrawal of arms and weapons from Aden.

Meanwhile, fighting raged on Wednesday in different areas of the western city
of Hodeidah where the Iran-backed Houthis have been pushing to drive
government forces out of liberated parts of the city and the districts of
Hays and Al-Durihimi.

The Joint Forces, an umbrella term for three major military units in the
country’s western coast, said dozens of Houthis, including three field
military leaders, were killed in fierce clashes on Tuesday and Wednesday and
government forces had foiled Houthi attempts to advance in the province. In
southern Taiz, official news agency SABA reported on Tuesday that government



troops had made limited gains in the city.
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GAZA CITY: A union leader has urged striking West Bank teachers to “be
patient with the government” amid assurances that the Palestinian Authority’s
(PA) ongoing financial crisis could soon be resolved.

Secretary-General of the Teachers Union Saed Erzikat has warned that worker
representatives would “not be able to protect any teacher” taking part in
unauthorized industrial action from the prospect of arrest.
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Teachers from a number of schools in Hebron and the West Bank have been
staging protests after having only received part of their monthly salaries
since May.

PA finances have been hard hit as a result of its fractious relationship with
Israel and the US over what it describes as “plans to liquidate the
Palestinian cause.”

Five months ago, the PA found itself unable to meet its monthly financial
obligations, most notably the payment of wages, after it stopped receiving
tax revenues on goods entering Palestinian territories, collected by Israel
on its behalf. The taxes are estimated to make up more than 60 percent of the
PA’s income.

A number of teachers were arrested after taking part in strikes, which union
officials have distanced themselves from.

Erzikat said that the union was in constant contact with the PA on the issue
of salary payments adding that the financial crisis would come to an end next
month. But the official warned that the union would “not be able to protect
any teacher, and all teachers must abide by the attendance at their schools.”

However, so-called United Teachers’ Movement protesters described the union
as a “government front that does not care about teachers.”

Teacher and activist Khaled Shabita, who was one of those arrested, said
teachers had a right to peacefully strike and it was wrong of the PA to
question their “patriotism” for taking part in industrial action.

“We want a free country, and we want a decent life. Employees face a
difficult choice. Do they not have the right to live in dignity, just as much
as having the right to fight for the freedom of their country from
occupation?” he told Arab News.

Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammed Ishtayeh, previously told public
servants, “do you want a homeland or money?”

Education affairs writer, Ismail Muslimani, said workers, including teachers,
had the right to strike. “The scene has become complicated and the scale of
the tragedy is great, and the employee is not obliged to pay the price of
failed policies,” he added.

International mediation efforts are reportedly underway to get a resumption
of tax income for the PA. The authority’s monthly salary bill is about 550
million Israeli shekels ($162 million) for about 136,000 employees in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Average monthly government expenditure would normally be expected to top 1.1
billion shekels.

Economist Ayman Abu Aisha said: “If the Palestinian Authority succeeds in
obtaining an Arab loan, then it will not need the tax revenues that are
collected by Israel, but if it does not succeed, then the option of receiving



the revenues will be its last resort to solve its financial crisis.”
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