
Asbestos and You

Tradespeople across Great Britain are being warned about the hidden dangers
associated with asbestos.

The warning comes as part of the Health and
Safety Executive’s (HSE) Asbestos and You campaign targeting tradespeople
about the personal risks from asbestos that still exist in  properties across
the country today.

Around five thousand people a year die from asbestos related illnesses and
asbestos can still be found in buildings built or refurbished before the year
2000.

But HSE is warning despite the ban on its use, many buildings still contain
asbestos, and it is still a serious risk to anyone exposed to it at any age.

Tim Beaumont, HSE’s acting head of construction policy sector, said:
“Asbestos can be found in things like Artex, cement boards under eaves,
garage roofs, old bath panels, boiler houses and fires and even mortar
between bricks can contain asbestos.

“There is no known safe level of asbestos exposure but that’s not to say it
can’t be managed safely.

“All tradespeople should make sure they know the basics about identifying
asbestos. Before carrying out any construction work, there’s a legal
requirement to identify whether asbestos is present and could be disturbed.

“Younger tradespeople need to know the dangers behind asbestos as it could
affect them in later life like it is affecting older tradespeople now.”

Asbestos is only dangerous if not maintained in a safe condition or if
physically disturbed without the right measures in place to control exposure
to fibres.

Craig Evans, UKATA (United Kingdom Asbestos Training Association) Chief
Operating Officer, said: “I wholeheartedly support HSE’s campaign to raise
asbestos awareness and the importance of training across industry.

“The dangers of asbestos are very real, with over 5,000 people in the UK
dying each year from asbestos-related diseases.

“It is crucial that tradespeople are aware of the risks involved in
disturbing or damaging asbestos-containing materials, as inhaling these
fibres can lead to devastating diseases such as mesothelioma, lung cancer,
and asbestosis.

http://www.government-world.com/asbestos-and-you/
https://workright.campaign.gov.uk/campaigns/asbestos/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=asbestos-trades-23&utm_content=homepage


“UKATA members are committed to providing high-quality asbestos training,
delivered by highly experienced and competent professionals with extensive
knowledge and expertise in their field, to help prevent unnecessary exposure
and protect the health and wellbeing of all those working in the industry.”

From the 1950s until 1999, asbestos containing materials were used
extensively in the construction and maintenance of buildings in Great
Britain.

When materials that contain asbestos are disturbed or damaged, fibres are
released into the air. If these fibres are inhaled, they can cause serious
diseases such as mesothelioma, asbestos related lung cancer, asbestosis, and
pleural thickening. These diseases will not affect you immediately as they
often take a long time to develop, but once diagnosed, it is often too late
to do anything.

It can take 20 to 30 years before symptoms appear. Symptoms include shortness
of breath, persistent cough, wheezing, extreme tiredness, pain in your chest
or shoulder and in more advanced cases, swollen fingertips.

If asbestos cannot be safely managed, it should be removed by a licensed
asbestos contractor. Where present, asbestos should be closely managed by
those responsible for the building.

Find out more about the Asbestos and You campaign, and visit HSE’s website
for further guidance on asbestos.

Notes to editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise.
More information about the legislation referred to in this case is2.
available.
Further details on the latest HSE news releases is available.3.
UKATA (the United Kingdom Asbestos Training Association) is a leading4.
association dedicated to improving the quality and standards of asbestos
training, with the ultimate goal of protecting workers and the public
from the risks associated with asbestos exposure. To find a UKATA
approved asbestos training provider near you, visit www.ukata.org.uk or
for free advice, call the team on 01246 824437.
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