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Electronic devices and electrical equipment define modern life. From washing
machines and vacuum cleaners to smartphones and computers, it is hard to
imagine life without them. But the waste they generate has become an obstacle
to EU efforts to reduce its ecological footprint.

Read more to find out how the EU is tackling e-waste in its move towards a
more circular economy.

What is e-waste?
Electronic and electrical waste, or e-waste, covers a variety of different
products that are thrown away after use.

Large household appliances, such as washing machines and electric stoves, are
the most collected, making up more than half of all collected e-waste.

This is followed by IT and telecommunications equipment (laptops, printers),
consumer equipment and photovoltaic panels (video cameras, fluorescent lamps)
and small household appliances (vacuum cleaners, toasters).

All other categories, such as electrical tools and medical devices, together
make up just 7.2% of the collected e-waste.
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