
Article – Covid-19: how the EU fights
youth unemployment

In a resolution on EU Employment Guidelines adopted on 10 July, MEPs called
for a revision of the forthcoming guidelines in light of the Covid-19
outbreak, underlining the need to tackle youth unemployment through a
reinforced Youth Guarantee.

In July Parliament also backed an increase in the budget for the Youth
Employment Initiative, the main budgetary instrument for Youth Guarantee
schemes in EU countries, to €145 million for 2020.

Parliament called for a significant increase in funding for the
implementation of the Youth Employment Initiative in a resolution on the EU’s
next long-term budget adopted in 2018. MEPs liked how the initiative has
supported young people, but said improvements are needed, including an
extension of the age limit and the setting of clear quality criteria and
labour standards.
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