
Article – Climate change: scientists
warn over impact on food security and
oceans

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is the United Nations body for
assessing the science related to climate change. In August, it presented a
report on climate change and land and in September one on the oceans and
cryosphere in a changing climate. The reports are the latest scientific input
for the UN climate summit COP25 to be held in Madrid in December.

The scientists behind the reports presented their findings to Parliament’s
environment, development and fisheries committees on Wednesday 6 November.

Food production and climate change a two-way street

Professor Jim Skea told MEPs climate change was exacerbating land
degradation, such as erosion and pollution, which in turn affects
infrastructure and people’s livelihoods. Better land management can help
tackle climate change but it must be complemented by other action, he added.

Dr Jean-François Soussana noted that the food system accounts for between a
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fifth and a third of all greenhouse gas emissions caused by humans. At the
same time, climate change affects food security through declining crops of
wheat and maize. He warned that in future the stability of our food supply
would decrease further as the magnitude and frequency of extreme weather
events increases.


