An important first step in Ukrainian
efforts to seek justice in accordance
with international law: UK statement
at UN

Thank you President.

Russia’s unprovoked and illegal invasion of Ukraine, including its attacks on
civilians, schools, hospitals and power supplies, has caused and continues to
cause immense damage and loss to Ukraine and its people.

In contrast, the scenes of relief and joy we have seen as Ukrainian civilians
in Kherson greet the liberating Armed Forces of Ukraine should leave us in no
doubt at the cruel and destructive nature of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

It will take a broad international effort to support Ukraine’s recovery and
reconstruction in order to build a safe and prosperous future for the
Ukrainian people.

But only one country, Russia, is responsible for the damage to Ukraine and it
is absolutely right, as this resolution sets out, that Russia pay for that
damage. Russia must be held to account for actions which are in clear
violation of international law, including the UN Charter.

The United Kingdom supports Ukraine’s ambition to establish a register of
damage to ensure that the evidence of the destruction caused by Russia is
documented and preserved. This is an important first step in Ukrainian
efforts to seek justice in accordance with international law. It is right
that we begin that process now.

Putin must end his war of choice, end the lies and distortion, end the global
devastation in its wake, and withdraw his troops from Ukraine.

We remain steadfast in our support for Ukraine, and for justice and
compensation for the damage which Russia has caused. Thank you President.
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