
A new approach to the public sector

The low level of turnout at many of the elections and the low level of
support for all the main parties with Labour topping the polls with just 35%
on the national calculation displays a big gap between what the public want
and will support and what the parties are offering.

Councils spend huge sums of money. They have extensive powers over our roads,
schools, social services, planning, trading standards, the public estate,
sport and leisure. Many of them claim poverty and blame the government for
their excesses and mistakes.

The more Councils claim to be incapable of marshalling their resources to
serve us better, the less interest there is by many in voting or engaging
with them. Instead of building a strong local democracy their incompetence
and denials of responsibility encourage people if they do wish to engage to
gravitate their complaints or opinions to government or Parliament.Many
people assume their Council will continue to ignore their needs and wishes as
it has so often in the past.

The Liberal Democrat Wokingham Council is a good  example of what is wrong.
They spend money on consultations, only to ignore the results. They waste
millions on road projects that make our roads worse, impede people living
their lives and damage local businesses. They have amnesia about their
decisions when people complain about what they are doing.
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