
A Europe that protects: Continued
efforts needed on security priorities

The Commission is today reporting on progress made towards an effective and
genuine Security Union. Thanks to close cooperation between the European
Parliament, the Council and the Commission, the EU has taken significant
strides in this work, putting in place a number of priority legislative
initiatives and implementing a wide range of non-legislative measures to
support its Member States and enhance security for all citizens. Building on
that, the report identifies areas where further work is needed to address
immediate security threats. In particular, with the new European Parliament
now in place, co-legislators should swiftly start negotiations on the
Commission’s proposal to take terrorist content off the web. Member States
should also ensure the implementation of agreed new security rules as a
matter of priority.

Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris
Avramopoulos said: “In the past 5 years, Europe has faced unprecedented
security challenges. The EU’s reaction was united, swift and decisive. Based
on mutual trust, we have laid the foundations of a genuine and effective
Security Union on which I am confident the next Commission will continue to
build.” 

Commissioner for the Security Union Julian King said: “We have already made
big strides towards an effective and genuine Security Union – but more
remains to be done on the key outstanding proposals, including on removing
terrorist content online, tackling disinformation and protecting our digital
infrastructure. We also need to see full and timely implementation by the
Member States of measures already adopted.”

Following the horrific attack in Christchurch, New Zealand, today’s report
reiterates the urgent need to tackle terrorist content online and
radicalisation. It also recaps actions taken to build the EU’s resilience
against cyber threats, enhance security of digital infrastructures and
strengthen the anti-money laundering framework. This comes in addition to the
Commission’s efforts to ensure full implementation of EU security laws by all
Member States. The report highlights the following areas in need of action:

    Countering terrorist propaganda online: Following up on commitments
made in the context of the ‘Christchurch Call for Action‘, the
Commission together with Europol initiated work on the development of an
EU crisis protocol with the aim of finalising it by October 2019. The
Commission calls on the European Parliament and the Council to resume
and finalise work on the proposed rules to remove terrorist content from
the internet as a matter of urgency.
    Boosting cybersecurity: The EU has made important progress in
tackling cyber threats, however, a number of key proposals are still
pending in the European Parliament and the Council. This includes a
European Cybersecurity Competence Centre and a Network of National
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Coordination Centres as well as cross-border access to electronic
evidence. In all cases, the Commission calls for swift agreement by the
European Parliament and the Council.
    Strengthening digital infrastructures: Following the Commission’s
Recommendation on cybersecurity of 5G networks in March this year, EU
Member States have now submitted national risk assessments. Based on the
input gathered, Member States, together with the Commission and the EU
Agency for Cybersecurity (ENISA) will complete an EU-wide risk
assessment of 5G network infrastructures by October 2019 and will then
identify a set of mitigating measures by December 2019.
    Reinforcing anti-money laundering framework: Today the Commission
also adopted a package of 4 reports that will support European and
national authorities in better addressing money laundering and terrorist
financing risks.

The work on completing the Security Union is supported by the EU’s actions at
international level including via the UN as well as through strategic
relationships with the U.S and Western Balkans. In addition, the EU has
concluded negotiations on the EU-Canada PNR Agreement with a view to
finalising the Agreement as soon as possible, and will soon begin joint
evaluations of its existing PNR Agreements with Australia and the United
States.

Background

Security has been a political priority since the beginning of the Juncker
Commission’s mandate – from President Juncker’s Political Guidelines of July
2014 to the latest State of the Union Address on 12 September 2018.

The European Agenda on Security guides the Commission’s work in this area,
setting out the main actions to ensure an effective EU response to terrorism
and security threats, including countering radicalisation, boosting
cybersecurity, cutting terrorist financing as well as improving information
exchange. Since the adoption of the Agenda, significant progress has been
made in its implementation, paving the way towards an effective and
genuine Security Union. This progress is reflected in the Commission’s
reports published on a regular basis.

On 20 June, EU leaders adopted an agenda for the EU for the next five years,
‘A new strategic agenda 2019-2024′, in which the objective of ‘protecting
citizens and freedoms’ ranks top of 4 main priorities for the Union.
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