
£7 million Global Screen Fund launched

Independent companies to benefit from grants for business development,
co-production, and international distribution
Funding welcomed by Jude Law, Gemma Arterton, David Parfitt and Barbara
Broccoli

More British film and screen content will reach an international stage thanks
to a £7 million UK Global Screen Fund launched today by Culture Secretary
Oliver Dowden.

Developed in partnership with the British Film Institute (BFI), the fund will
support the UK independent screen sector to export their productions to
markets around the world, helping them to compete globally and bringing
further recognition to the world-renowned British film industry.

With this support, even more independent UK-based productions will join
mainstream global hits, such as The King’s Speech, The Favourite and
Paddington, developing new talent and creating even more jobs.

The UK screen sector has a strong and vibrant history and huge international
potential for further growth. Prior to Covid-19, UK independent film spent
over £200 million on production and provided a launchpad for global stars
such as Jude Law, Riz Ahmed, Carey Mulligan, and Olivia Colman.

While the fund will focus on independent film, it will also support a range
of other screen content, including animation, documentary, television and
interactive narrative games -promoting the best stories and content from
every corner of the UK.

It will help UK content to become more competitive internationally by funding
business development and co-production, as well as supporting promotion of
screen productions and distribution to help reach larger global audiences and
drive revenue.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden said:

The United Kingdom has an independent screen industry to be proud
of. World renowned, our film, TV, video game and animation
industries create jobs and growth the length and breadth of the UK.

The UK Global Screen Fund will export the extraordinary talent and
creativity of the UK to audiences across the globe, supporting our
talented filmmakers and screen businesses to compete and grow.

Actor and Producer Jude Law said:

There is enormous recognition and respect world-wide for British
film and television. It’s a prominent breeding ground for great
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storytelling and creativity, pioneering opportunities
internationally. This additional investment will assist in sparking
new international partnerships for the UK industry, generating more
jobs and taking our productions to new global audiences.

Actor and Producer Gemma Arterton said:

Whether in front of the camera, or behind, the joy of filmmaking is
in the sharing of stories that simply resonate with people. This
new fund will help more UK projects and more UK companies reach new
international audiences and achieve success with the exciting,
independent, boundary-pushing content that we are all so proud of.

Minister for Exports Graham Stuart MP said:

The UK’s creative industry is second to none, so it’s great to see
that overseas markets will be able to experience British expertise,
talent and innovation by way of our award-winning independent
screen sector.

This fund will help to boost our economy and create jobs on both
sides of the camera, not just for the acting stars of the future
but for the tireless production staff who bring our world-class
films to life

Film and television have kept the nation entertained throughout
lockdown and we will continue to do everything we can to allow the
sector, including animation and gaming, to thrive as we build back
better from the pandemic.

Later this week, following its two wins and six in-total nominations at the
BAFTAs, UK-based independent production The Father will find out if it has
been successful in its six Oscar nominations. With support from the UK Global
Screen Fund, even more UK independent productions will have the opportunity
to achieve the same global recognition.

David Parfitt, Oscar-winning producer and founder of Trademark Films, said:

We are delighted with the success of The Father, which has now sold
in multiple territories around the world. However, this new fund
brings a business development element alongside distribution
support which is particularly attractive to a company like ours. It
would allow us to engage and compete on more equal terms with other
global independent production companies, allowing us to take
further risks and giving a welcome boost for international success.

Barbara Broccoli, Bond Producer and producer of independent films including



Ear for Eye and Film Stars Don’t Die in Liverpool, said:

I’m in constant awe of UK filmmaking – from the best writers, most
skilled crafts people, extraordinary actors, innovative producers
and visionary directors, our talent speaks to global audiences. And
it starts with independent film – it’s the bedrock of all this
creativity and an essential part of the ecosystem of film, it
allows us to takes risks and be bold, nurture talent and build
skills. This new fund will help support that creativity and allow
audiences all over the world to enjoy it.

Ben Roberts, BFI CEO, said:

Today’s announcement of the £7m pilot UK Global Screen Fund will
deliver a vital boost to the UK’s exceptional independent screen
sector by stimulating international partnerships and generating new
export opportunities. As we look to this weekend’s Oscars, and the
incredible line up of UK nominees, it’s clear our screen industries
continue to punch above their weight internationally, and
contribute significantly to the UK economy. It’s vital we continue
to build on the global impact of our diverse and brilliant
independent screen content, enabling the creativity and success for
which the UK is so renowned.

The fund will also provide networking and development opportunities across
the sector, improving access particularly for those in the nations and
regions less historically able to export content internationally.

The UK Global Screen Fund will support independent companies across the UK,
ensuring a UK-wide benefit and addressing geographic imbalance within the
industry. The Fund will consider where companies are based, where projects
are made and how projects reflect the culture and talent of Northern Ireland,
Scotland, Wales and the English regions outside Greater London.

The screen content eligible for the fund includes feature-length and episodic
fiction, documentary and animated content for film and television as well as
interactive digital projects with narrative content (‘interactive narrative
games’), for distribution via digital platforms.

This pilot follows the government’s announcement that over 350 productions
have registered for the government’s £500 million Film and TV Production
Restart Scheme which has protected over 35,000 jobs across the sector.

In addition to this, the screen industry is to benefit from more support to
independent cinemas through Round 3 of the Culture Recovery Fund, which will
allocate a further £300 million to help culturally significant organisations
recover from the impact of the coronavirus pandemic. More than £20 million
has so far been allocated to support more than 200 independent cinemas –
reaching over 80% of the independent cinema sector and ensuring their



survival throughout the pandemic.

Notes to Editors

The UK Global Screen Fund will boost the international competitiveness of UK
content by funding business development, co-production, and international
distribution activities in order to increase global reach and revenues. It
will drive screen sector business growth and UK exports by focusing on
territories with untapped demand and amplifying impact by linking support
across the value chain. The Fund will allocate funding to three open access
contestable strands:

International distribution funding: Support for sales and distribution of one
or more UK feature films (drama, documentary, animation) in international
territories.

International business development: Financial support for business strategies
that drive international growth and IP development for companies working in
film, TV (animation, drama and documentary) and interactive narrative gaming.

Co-Production investment: Support for UK companies to be partners in
international productions, sharing IP and revenue on film and TV animation
and documentary projects with audience potential.

More information on funding available will be published in due course.


