40th Universal Periodic Review of
human rights: UK statement on Togo

World news story

The UK delivered this statement during Togo’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
at the Human Rights Council.

The Universal Periodic Review takes place in Geneva.

The United Kingdom recognises Togo’s democratic progress, including the 2019
constitutional reforms re-introducing presidential term limits. The
appointment of Togo’'s first female Prime Minister is a step forward for
gender equality.

The UK acknowledges efforts to implement the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights. However, we remain concerned about widespread
allegations of human rights violations and abuses, including on freedoms of
expression and assembly.

We recommend Togo:
1. Implement a comprehensive strategy to tackle child abuse and criminalise

contemporary forms of slavery including human trafficking, forced labour
and forced marriage, in line with international standards;

2. Ensure that all allegations of arbitrary arrest, detention and torture
are promptly impartially and thoroughly investigated and perpetrators
brought to justice;

3. Decriminalise same sex consensual relations to protect the human rights
of all, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.

Thank you.
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