
36th Universal Periodic Review: UK
statement on Panama

World news story

The UK delivers statement on Panama at the 36th Session of Universal Periodic
Review (UPR), sharing recommendations to improve their human rights record.

The Universal Periodic Review takes place in Geneva.

Thank you, Madam President.

The United Kingdom welcomes steps taken by Panama to promote and protect
human rights since the 2015 universal periodic review, including adopting a
National Preventive Mechanism as part of the implementation of the Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture.

The UK also welcomes Panama’s adoption of the adversarial judicial system. We
urge the Government to further strengthen this system, by boosting its
resources and guaranteeing that independent appointments are made to ensure
the impartiality of justice.

We note that a free press is essential for ensuring democratic
accountability, and therefore urge the Government to uphold the freedom of
the media and the rights of journalists. Laws criminalising defamation should
be repealed.

We recommend that Panama:

Devote futher resources to proactively investigating reports of forced1.
adult and child labour in the construction, mining and agriculture
sectors, and bringing those responsible to justice.

Adopt an open, merit-based process when selecting national candidates2.
for UN Treaty Body elections.
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Adopt, in consultation with civil society organisations, comprehensive3.
legislation and policies against discrimination and violence based on
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Thank you, Madam President.
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